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Having said such contradictory things, it is said again
that the width of Bharata Varsha is 9000 yojanas.

"Tiryaguttara Vistirnah sahasrani navalva tu^

Matsya Purana gives the same account.

Yojananam sahasram tu dvipo7 yam daksinottaram;

Ayatastva kumaribhyo gangayah prabhavava dhih
Tiryagurdhvam tu vistirno sahasrani navaiva tu.        1

(ch. 113)

With judicious interpretation we can solve the
riddle created by the above descriptions. The entire
stretch of Bharata Varsa is nine thousand yojanas from
the salt-water ocean to the Himalayas forming the bor-
der between Bharata Varsa and Kimpurusa Varsa. The
'land area of Bharata Khanda on our side is one thou-
sand yojanas or 6000 miles from Cape Comerin to the
Arctic ocean. The most important part of Bharata
Varsa, the Bharata Desay spreads, only from Cape
Comerin to the Himalayas with which we are familiar.

The Khanda or isolated lump of earth is surrounded by
oceans indicates that land masses of Bharata Khanda
are surrounded by the pacific ocean, the Atlantic ocean
and the Indian Ocean. It is therefore that the Khandas
like Indradvipa and the rest have no intercommunica-
tion.

It is only Bharatadesa (India) which is meant for
washing off sins and earning merit by means of sacri-
fices and penances, and to acquire spiritual knowledge,
habit of detachment and devotion to god. For this

reason Sri-mad Bhagavatam gives a description of the
hills, rivers and holy places of only Bharata Desa and
tells that persons who have earned great merit get the
chance of being born in this country.

Aho aimsam kimakari sobhanam,
Prasanna esam svidutassvayam Harih;